
 

 

 

 

This composition project is designed to explore the relationships between music and stories.  

This project will help you become a better composer and a better writer.   

It will also help you identify elements of music with specific music vocabulary words. 

 

 

 

 

Before you start composing your music : 

 

Write a fictional short story below.  Your story must be 1-3 paragraphs long (4-12 complete 

sentences).  I am leaving the theme of the story completely up to you.  Although you can 

borrow elements from other stories, please don’t directly copy.  I want this to be something that 

is original and creative from you. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Name:  ___________________________________________     Hour:  _________ 

Music + Story 

Quickwrite #1 



Quickwrite #1 (cont.) 

 

Compose a piece of music below that depicts your short story.  Thoughtfully use specific musical 

elements.  The music can only be 8 measures long.  No more, no less. 

 

Title: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Overall Grade:    ______  /  20 points 

 

Comments: 

 



 

 

 

Before you start composing your music : 

 

Write a short story below.  Your story may have elements of both fiction and non-fiction.  Your 

story must be 1-3 paragraphs long (4-12 complete sentences).  Since the holiday season is near, 

the theme of your story is either “Winter” or “Holiday”.  I will let you interpret this theme many 

different ways, but be sensible.  Although you can borrow elements from other stories, please 

don’t directly copy.  I want this to be something that is original and creative from you. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Quickwrite #2 



Quickwrite #2 (cont.) 

 

Compose a piece of music below that depicts your short story.  Thoughtfully use specific musical 

elements.  The music can only be 12 measures long.  No more, no less. 

 

Title: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Quickwrite #2 (cont.) 

 

After you compose your music : 

 

Do an analysis of your music composition.  Your analysis must be a minimum of 2 paragraphs 

long (8 complete sentences).  Describe how you created your music using specific vocabulary 

words.  Then, explain how these musical vocab words relate to parts in your story. 

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 



Rubric:  Writing Portion (based on the 7th Grade MEAP ELA Writing Rubrics) 

 4 3 2 1 

Ideas 

Clearly focused on the task 

with specific, relevant details 

and examples. 

Somewhat focused 

on the task with 

some details and 

examples. 

Minimally focused 

on the task with 

limited and/or 

general details and 

examples. 

Not focused on the 

task and/or 

underdeveloped. 

Organization 
Clear, logical, and appropriate 

structure for the context. 

Logical structure, 

but lacking clarity 

and/or 

appropriateness. 

Weak logical 

structure, poor 

clarity, and/or lack 

of appropriateness. 

No structure 

evident. 

Style 

Strong command of 

language.  Effective word 

choice and varied sentence 

structure. 

Adequate 

command of 

language.  Accurate 

word choice and 

clear sentences. 

Limited use of 

language.  Lack of 

variety in word 

choices and 

sentences. 

Ineffective use of 

language. 

Conventions 

Consistent, appropriate use of 

grammar, spelling, 

capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

Adequate use of 

grammar, spelling, 

capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

Limited use of 

grammar, spelling, 

capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

Ineffective use of 

grammar, spelling, 

capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

 

Rubric:  Music Composition Portion 

 

 4 3 2 1 

Basic notation 

 

Contains clef, key sig, time 

sig, title, tempo. 

Missing one of the 

following:  clef, key 

sig,  time sig, title, 

tempo. 

Missing two or more 

of the following:  clef, 

key sig, time sig, title, 

tempo. 

Lack of any basic 

music notation. 

Rhythm 

 

Consistent with the proper 

number of beats per 

measure. 

Minor mistakes with 

the proper number of 

beats per measure. 

Several measures 

contain the improper 

number of beats per 

measure. 

Beats per 

measure is highly 

inconsistent and 

improper. 

Creativity 

 

Interesting note/rhythm 

choices, varied musical 

structure, use of expressive 

markings (dynamics, 

articulation). 

Interesting 

note/rhythm choices, 

varied musical 

structure. 

Note/rhythm choices 

are cliché, musical 

structure is repetitive 

or lacks diversity. 

Note/rhythm 

choices and 

musical structure 

and uninspired. 

Overall Neatness 

A performer would have 

no issues reading the 

sheet music. 

A performer would 

have no issues 

reading the sheet 

music, but on closer 

inspection some flaws 

are noticeable. 

A performer would 

find this sheet music 

messy, disorganized, 

and hard to read. 

A performer 

would find this 

sheet music 

impossible to 

read. 

 

 

Overall Grade:    ______  /  32 points 

 

Comments: 

 



 

 

 

 

Before we embark on our final project, take some time to reflect on your first two quickwrites.   

I spent lots of time giving you feedback/comments.  Use this sheet to make it valuable. 

 

 

1.  Circle the one you were best at:                Story        Music        Analysis 

 

     Circle the one you need to work on:         Story        Music        Analysis 

 

 

 

2.  Did you miss anything really simple that is easy to fix?  (Forgot the tempo, wrong beats per 

measure, spelled some words wrong, run on sentences, etc). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What is one thing you are going to improve on for the final project? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  List anything that is still confusing to you.  List any questions you have. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Quickwrite Reflection sheet 
Name:  ___________________________________________     Hour:  _________ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

This composition project is designed to explore the relationships between music and stories.  

This project will help you become a better composer and a better writer.   

It will also help you identify elements of music with specific music vocabulary words. 

 

Before you start composing your music: 

 

Write a short story below.  Your story may have elements of both fiction and non-fiction.  Your 

story must be 1-3 paragraphs long (4-12 complete sentences).  I am leaving the theme of your 

story completely up to you, but be sensible and structured.  Although you can borrow elements 

from other stories, please don’t directly copy.  I want this to be something that is original and 

creative from you. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

Name:  ___________________________________________     Hour:  _________ 

Music + Story:  the final project 



Final Project (cont.) 

 

After you compose your music: 

 

Do an analysis of your music composition.  If you were in a group, you must do this without 

your group members and only for your part of the music.  Your analysis must be a minimum of 

2 paragraphs long (8 complete sentences).  Describe how you created your music using specific 

vocabulary words.  Then, explain how these musical vocab words relate to parts in your story. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________ 



Final Project (cont.) 

Compose a piece of music below that depicts your short story.  Thoughtfully use specific musical 

elements.  The music can be between 24-32 measures long.  No more, no less.  Use this side for 

your rough draft. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Final Project (cont.) 

Use this side for your final draft. 

Title: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rubric:  Writing Portion (based on the 7th Grade MEAP ELA Writing Rubrics) 

 4 3 2 1 

Organization 

(Story) 

Clear, logical, and appropriate 

structure for the context. 

Logical structure, 

but lacking clarity 

and/or 

appropriateness. 

Weak logical 

structure, poor 

clarity, and/or lack 

of appropriateness. 

No structure 

evident. 

Ideas 

(Analysis) 

Clearly focused on the task 

with specific, relevant details 

and examples. 

Somewhat focused 

on the task with 

some details and 

examples. 

Minimally focused 

on the task with 

limited and/or 

general details and 

examples. 

Not focused on the 

task and/or 

underdeveloped. 

Style 
(Story + Analysis) 

Strong command of 

language.  Effective word 

choice and varied sentence 

structure. 

Adequate 

command of 

language.  Accurate 

word choice and 

clear sentences. 

Limited use of 

language.  Lack of 

variety in word 

choices and 

sentences. 

Ineffective use of 

language. 

Conventions 
(Story + Analysis) 

Consistent, appropriate use of 

grammar, spelling, 

capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

Adequate use of 

grammar, spelling, 

capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

Limited use of 

grammar, spelling, 

capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

Ineffective use of 

grammar, spelling, 

capitalization, and 

punctuation. 

 

Rubric:  Music Composition Portion 

 

 4 3 2 1 

Basic notation 

 

Contains clef, key sig, time 

sig, title, tempo. 

Missing one of the 

following:  clef, key 

sig,  time sig, title, 

tempo. 

Missing two or more 

of the following:  clef, 

key sig, time sig, title, 

tempo. 

Lack of any basic 

music notation. 

Rhythm 

 

Consistent with the proper 

number of beats per 

measure. 

Minor mistakes with 

the proper number of 

beats per measure. 

Several measures 

contain the improper 

number of beats per 

measure. 

Beats per 

measure is highly 

inconsistent and 

improper. 

Creativity 

 

Interesting note/rhythm 

choices, varied musical 

structure, use of expressive 

markings (dynamics, 

articulation). 

Interesting 

note/rhythm choices, 

varied musical 

structure. 

Note/rhythm choices 

are cliché, musical 

structure is repetitive 

or lacks diversity. 

Note/rhythm 

choices and 

musical structure 

and uninspired. 

Performance 
A solid performance.   

Very little, if any, mistakes.   

Noticeable mistakes, 

but still is able to give 

a good performance.  

The performers pause 

while playing their 

music and/or get lost 

in their part. 

It is evident that 

the performers 

did not practice 

their part. 

 

 

 
Overall Grade:    ______  /  64 points 

 (points are doubled) 

 

Comments: 

 



Some things to keep in mind… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 First line:   

 Clef 

 Key signature 

 Time signature 

 Other rules: 

 You may compose individually or in a group (4 people maximum) 

 You will perform your composition for the class! 

 You may borrow musical ideas from your two “quickwrites” 

 

 If you compose as a group: 

 Be careful of transposition issues between instruments.  I have 

attached a chart to help you. 

 Everyone must write out their own individual parts.  You cannot 

just turn in a single “score” with all the parts on it (although you 

can do this as an additional side project if it helps you) 

 

 You can write your composition two different ways: 

 Use staff paper.  Do a rough draft first. 

 Use music notation software (www.noteflight.com).  Staple it to 

the back of this entire packet. 

 

 Every line:  

 Clef 

 Key signature  

 (Time signature is  

only on the first line) 

 

 

 Also don’t forget: 

 Title 

 Tempo marking 

 Proper number of beats 

per measure 

 Stem direction 

 Overall neatness 

 

 

http://www.noteflight.com/


Word Wall 
Here are some specific musical vocab words you can use to describe your music.  Use 
this as a reference when you analyze your composition (the writing section AFTER you 
compose your music).  This is by no means a comprehensive list. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Transposition Chart 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flute 
Oboe/Bsn 
Trombone/Bar. 
Tuba 
Bells 

Clarinet 
Bass Clarinet 
T. Sax 
Trumpet 

A. Sax 
B. Sax 

F. Horn 

Articulation 

Dynamics 

Phrasing 

Rhythm 

Scale 

Range 

Tempo 

Key signature 

Time signature 

Form/Road Map 

(Repeat signs) 

(D.C. al fine) 

(D.S. al coda) 



 

 

1.  If you were working with a group, what challenges did you face?  What did you learn from this?  If 

you worked by yourself, tell me why you preferred to work without a group. 

 

 

 

 

2.  Has this project changed your understanding of the band music you play in class?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  In the process of creating music to go with a story, what was Mr. Jarema trying to teach you? 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

1.  If you were working with a group, what challenges did you face?  What did you learn from this?  If 

you worked by yourself, tell me why you preferred to work without a group. 

 

 

 

 

2.  Has this project changed your understanding of the band music you play in class?  Why or why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  In the process of creating music to go with a story, what was Mr. Jarema trying to teach you? 

 

 

Music + Story Reflection sheet:  project summary 

Name:  ___________________________________________     Hour:  _________ 

Music + Story Reflection sheet:  project summary 

Name:  ___________________________________________     Hour:  _________ 



 

Project designed by: 
 

Andy Jarema 

andyjarema@gmail.com 

andyjarema.com 
 


