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Takeaway #1 

Being a composer  

is part of being a musician 



 

When was the first time a teacher 

 

 made you compose something? 





Takeaway 

#2 

If we don’t invite the 

space for certain types 

of music making to be 

valued in our classroom, 

will students ever feel 

comfortable sharing 

that aspect of their 

musical identity? 



Students as Composers 

Teacher as Composer 
 















“District Percussion” 











Scale Degrees + Chords 

5 

3 

1 



Create Your Own Chorale 

Ms. 1 

5 

3 
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6 
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1 

Ms. 3 

7 

5 

2 

Ms. 4 

5 

3 
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I IV V I 



Chord Progressions 

Ms. 1 
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Ms. 3 
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Ms. 4 

6 

4 

2 

I V vi IV 











Coldplay “Paradise” 



Fallout Boy 
“Thnks fr th Mmrs” 

“Sugar, We’re Goin Down” 



Cantina Band… 

a la Schoenberg? 



Taylor Swift 

“Shake It Off” 















Silent Movie Soundtrack 



Create a Beat 



Roller Coasters 



Roller Coasters 



Graphic Notation 

(Thunderstorm) 



Graphic Notation 

(Nature + Humans) 



Takeaway #3 

Your last chair clarinet player 

could be your best composer 



Students as Composers 

Teacher as Composer 
 





Takeaway 

#4 Composition  

can be your  

greatest tool for  

differentiating towards  

the needs of your students  









Tpt. 1 

Tpt. 2 



Mlt. 1 

Mlt. 2 



Snow 























Immortals 



Takeaway #1 It takes  

too much time! 



Searching JW Pepper for new music 

Listening to hours of audio samples 

Buying the music 

Filling out a purchase order form 

Score studying the music 

Rewriting parts as needed for your ensemble  



Takeaway #1 
I am not a  

(good) composer 



Takeaway #1 
“No matter how casual or 

at ease we composers 
may appear on the outside, 

there is always that little 
homunculus sitting on our 

shoulders, muttering 
cryptic and often insulting 
remarks and reminding us 
that, no matter how much 
we’ve composed or now 

matter how grand the 
honor we may be 

receiving, “you’ll never be 
as good as Bach.” ” 



Takeaway #1 
What do I write? 



Takeaway #1 
Lesser artists borrow 

Great artists steal 

      

Igor Stravinsky 



Takeaway #1 
Lesser artists borrow 

Great artists steal 

 

Igor Stravinsky 

Andy Jarema 



Takeaway #1 Creativity is just a 

recombination of the 

things you love  



Takeaway #1 Your music selection 

reflect your curriculum.  

How do you want to 

supplement? 











Takeaway #1 
I cannot overstate the 

magic that comes with the 

composer (their teacher) 

standing in the same room 

as the students 



My Setup 
(for those who are curious) 





John Adams 

“Chamber Symphony” 



Takeaway 

#5 

When your students 

leave you and do not 

have a person waving 

arms in their face, 

will they still be able 

to make music? 





Takeaway 

#5 

When your students 

leave you and do not 

have a person waving 

arms in their face, 

will they still be able 

to make music? 
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